ST. PAUL’S SEPTEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER
The Bitter Sweet Return of Fall
The second half of the month of August is always a little bitter. You can see the end of summer coming
although it isn’t there yet. We know that our days of t-shirts and lake days are ticking down and we don’t want
them to end. The same is true in the ministry of St. Paul’s. There are summer ministries like VBS, Bible studies in
people’s homes, and church camp that seem to define the summer ministry of our congregation.
By the end of August these things are behind us again for the year.
The second half of the month of August is always sweet and exciting. You can see the start of the school
year, and the start of the “regular” ministries within our congregation. It’s a time were each of the leaders gets
to spend time preparing for what God has called us to next. This year we have many “regular” ministries starting
back up.
The Adult Sunday School class will be studying the book of Jeremiah, specifically focusing on how the book
teaches us to address the sorrows in our lives. Each of us struggle with sorrows every day. Some of you have lost
loved ones and deal with the sorrow from that regularly. Some of us have sorrow over relationships that have
been damaged and broken. Some of us have sorrow over missed opportunities in our own lives. All of us have
sorrow over our sin. Whatever your sorrows, the prophet Jeremiah’s writings will help you learn how to bring
them to God and to lay them there.
The Children’s Sunday School has been growing hopefully will continue to do so. Because of that they are
looking for those in the congregation who would be interested in helping. The primarily they are looking for a
classroom helper for the youngest class. We all understand the challenge of helping 4-6 year-olds make it
through a coloring sheet or craft in a successful way. I would encourage those who are considering this to give it
a try. All Christians need to find ways in their life to share about Jesus and little kids are the least intimidating as
well as the most rewarding (my personal opinion) people to share with. Just listen to some cute girl in her
Sunday clothes and bows in her hair tell you about how she loves Jesus because he takes care of her pet frog
and you’ll understand what I mean. Give it a try, it might be the most fun you’ve had in church in a long time.
Confirmation will also be starting up in the fall. It has been a joy to teach the confirmation class these
past two years and this year looks to be the biggest class I’ve had yet. Our goal in confirmation instruction is to
give each student a firm foundation upon which to embark on a lifetime of study of God’s Word. As such we
focus on two main things. First off, we focus on understanding the story of the Bible. Each week we read
through 2 or 3 short chapters in a Bible history book. The students spend one year learning the New Testament
story and one year learning the Old Testament story. Each week we discuss what happened in each and why it is
important. The second part of Confirmation instruction is to explain what the Bible teaches. For this we use the
framework of Luther’s Small Catechism. We talk about who we are, who God is, What God’s actions have done
for us, and how to live a life that glorifies God.
With the beginning of Confirmation, I like to extend an invitation to any adults. If you would like to sit in on the
classes you are more than welcome to join us each Sunday morning.
Wednesday evenings will look a little different this fall. They will start up again on 9/14 and the church
will be providing for the meal each evening. Supper will be served at 5:30 and the regular activities will begin
at 6:30. We have a signup sheet for those who would be willing to plan and serve each meal. For those that plan
the meal please turn in your receipts to Gail to be reimbursed. We are hoping that these meal
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This fall we will be going through “The Gospel in the Congregation” a study in the AFLC fundamental
principles. I know it might sound dry but believe me it will be anything but. These principles help us understand our congregation in Gospel terms rather than just Law terms. In other words what is the Good News
about being a church member. The study is just 9 weeks and comes with a workbook that will let you keep up
if you miss a week. You won’t be sorry you took the time to come.
The youth group has a busy fall planned as well. We have a couple of young adults joining this year and
they will be having their first meeting with the new members on the evening of Sunday, Sept. 11 th.
There are other ministry opportunities at St. Paul’s to be involved in. The “McGee and Me” bible study
will be starting back up in September. You can contact Gail or Barb Halland if you want more information.
The Wee Care Sewers will begin their meetings again. With the overturning of Roe v. Wade pregnancy centers
will have a larger demand on their services (praise God) and finding ways to support these centers is a
blessing. The WMF Bible study has continued through the summer and will continue to meet the last
Thursday of each month. If interested contact Gail or Janet Johnson.
Where ever God is calling you to serve or to come and study it is an exciting time as we being on a new
year of “regular” activities. The truth is that even the “regular” activities of the body of Christ are something
truly extraordinary. We have been entrusted with the one thing in this world that can bring the dead to life.
However we do it, it’s exciting to carry that weapon out into the world and see what God will do.
Pr. David Handsaker

Children's Classes
Leaders & Helpers needed
Please see Michelle Kantonen

********** Friends ***********
In early August I was looking forward to visiting a boyhood friend I had not seen for nearly 60 years.
He was going to be traveling through the area on his way to a family reunion and had a free afternoon.
His name is Phil and we used to call each other with the greeting “Hi Phil, this is Phil!” Unfortunately,
his flights were delayed several times and he never did make it to visit.
The chance to see him again prompted me to think about friendship. I have been blessed with good friends over
the years. My best friend, other than my wife Teri, (really, she is my best friend – I’m not just saying that!!)
was John Keinanen. We were friends ever since 1960 until his death in 2020.
One cannot put a price on 60 years of friendship.
Friends are a blessing. The Apostle Paul acknowledges this in the Philippians 1:3-5 --- “I thank my God every
time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now.” One of my bible commentaries describes Philippians as Paul’s love letter to
his favorite church. He had a warm place in his heart for this group of believers who cared so much about him.
Christian friends are our dearest friends. John always wanted to know what “the Lord and I were up to.”
It was a joy to find out that my old friend Phil is now a retired pastor and to pray with him over the phone.
I have worked, fished, hunted, and traveled with many fellows over the years and enjoyed their companionship,
but their friendship was superficial as compared to the fellowship I’ve enjoyed with John and other people of
faith. The friendships with non-believers have not stood the test of time. When a crisis comes, Christians like John
and Phil are able to walk with us on a deeper level of prayer and friendship.
To make and keep friends, we must be a friend. A friend and I were talking about our spouses and he said,
“When I wake up in the morning, I make a goal of making this day the best day possible for my wife.”
That statement really struck me as a recipe for a wonderful relationship and, if you will, friendship. To be a
friend we must act unselfishly toward others. We should not seek what we could get from a friend but rather what
we can do for a friend. Jesus himself said in Mark 10:45 that he came “not to be ministered unto, but to minister.”
Sometimes it is obvious when people want to get something under the guise of friendship. An example of this is
when my son Nathan and I bought and trained a hunting dog, the now infamous Sophie the Brittany.
When it turned out that she was an excellent dog more than one individual came out of the woodwork to suggest
“we should go pheasant (or grouse) hunting this fall.”
These folks had never expressed any interest before and now that Sophie is retired I never hear from them!!!
The greatest friend is Jesus. Proverbs 18:24 reminds us “There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”
Of course, this verse describes our Savior Jesus who delivers us from sin but also walks right next to us through
every step of life. I recall the hymn which describes Christ’s steadfastness: Earthly friends may prove untrue /
doubts and fears assail / one still loves and cares for you / one who will not fail. Jesus never fails / Jesus never
fails / heaven and earth may pass away / but Jesus never fails.

I have wonderful memories of Christian friends who have enriched my life, and I hope I was a blessing to them.
The greatest memory, however, is of the time when I met Jesus as Savior,
Lord, and Friend. He will be with me to the end.
C. Phil Johnson

Starting Wednesday, Sept 14th
Dinner Provided…5:30 pm
Bible Study……...6:30 pm

If you can help plan and serve a meal
please sign up in the narthex
Questions See? Pastor Handsaker

Sunday School Begins Sunday, Sept 11
10:30 AM
Ice-cream social 10:00 am
Classes for all ages
Confirmation Class for 7th & 8th graders

Adult Sunday School Class
10:30am
Overcoming Life’s Sorrows
Learning from Jeremiah
by R. Reed Lessing

Kids Club
Wed, Sept 14,
6:30 pm
Dinner Served at
5:30pm
4 years old
to
6th grade

Youth group starts up again Wednesday, Sept 14, 6:30 pm
Supper served at 5;30pm

Youth Group is for ages 7th to 12th grade
Our kick off for the youth group will be
Sunday, Sept 11, 5:30 Movie & Pizza night
Movie -The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe
******* ************************************************
We will have special events that include 5th & 6th grades
Nerf Wars—Saturday, Sept 24, 5pm
This youth event will include 5th to 12th graders
See our website, bulletin updates or call the church office,
or email us at www.stpaulscloquet@gmail.com

Water
In 2021 Teri and I planted our vegetables in the driest conditions in recent memory. Although the seeds sprouted and
plants began to grow, soon it was obvious that we would have to water the garden regularly. Our garden is too big to
water the entire plot, so I decided to water just the tomatoes, blueberries, and squash. The outcome in the fall was
entirely predictable. We had more tomatoes than we could use, the blueberry plants provided a bumper crop, and we
ate squash all winter. On the other hand, our potatoes were, on average, the size of ping pong balls, the ears of corn
looked like cigar butts, and the strawberry bed yielded only enough fruit to fill a half dozen ice cream pails.
Fast forward to 2022. I finished mulching the garden yesterday, July 2. The potato vines and corn stalks are already
nearly knee high and we have already filled eight ice cream buckets with strawberries.
Of course, the difference is water.
The Bible is full of references to water and drought. According to modern records, Jerusalem receives 21 inches of
rain annually. In contrast, Duluth records 31 inches of rain and 69 inches of snow in one year! I believe that when
Christ talked about water his listeners had a different understanding of the subject. They certainly did not take water
for granted as we might.
Try to imagine living in a dry climate and your livelihood dependent on infrequent rains as you consider these verses:
Isaiah 12:3 (NIV) “With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.” In biblical times gathering water meant
walking to a nearby spring or well and bringing it back in a clay jar. It is unlikely that the task was regarded as
particularly pleasant. However, drawing water from the wells of salvation is a joyful task since this water which provides eternal life.
Ezekiel 36:25 (NIV) “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols.” Jesus and his followers did not take daily showers, so the description of clean water
being used to cleanse not just dirt but spiritual impurities would have had more of an impact on his listeners as
compared to a modern audience. The image of clean water used as a bath reminds me of my grandma who described
Saturday sauna night. Preparations would start at mid-day when water had to be pumped by hand and carried into the
sauna to warm up in a tank standing next to the wood stove. She did say that despite the work involved everyone had
clean water. She felt sorry for those moms without a sauna who filled a large tub in the warm farmhouse kitchen and
reused the same water for all their children!
John 4:14 (NIV) “But whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will
become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” Jesus told this to the Samaritan woman who had quite a
checkered past. She had come to the well to draw water and Jesus makes this astounding statement that she will never
again thirst spiritually if she believes in Him. This scripture passage was likely the inspiration for the hymn
“Springs of Living Water.” Do you remember the lyrics?
I thirsted in the barren land of sin and shame, And nothing satisfying there I found;
But to the blessed cross of Christ one day I came, Where springs of living water did abound.
Chorus: Drinking at the springs of living water, Happy now am I, my soul they satisfy;
Drinking at the springs of living water, O wonderful and bountiful supply.
The thirstiest I’ve ever been is during a grouse hunt 50 years ago. I left the truck in the cool early morning and walked
for three hours. The day turned hot and I had a long hike back to the truck. I have never been more miserable. It is
said that a person can only last three days without water. Just like we need water to live physically, we need Christ’s
living water to survive spiritually. Don’t become a “parched Christian.” Drink of the living water of God’s word.
C. Phil Johnson

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (AFLC)
1705 Wilson Ave,
Cloquet, MN 55720

Like” us on Facebook - St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (AFLC)
www. stpaulscloquet.org / email stpaulscloquet@gmail.com
218-879-5956
Worship Services - Sundays 9:00 am / Communion—First Sunday of the Month
Sunday School 10:30 am all ages
Confirmation 10:30 am
Wednesday Evening Bible Study, Kids Club, Youth Group 6:30 pm

Dinner provided for all at 5:30 pm

